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The colonial formation, impact, and living legacies in education for Native Americans and Xicanx students.
       Into the West is a film that portrays the oppression and ill-treatment Indians faced during their colonial times. Natives were not considered equal to white Americans and people from Europe. In the movie, the army attacks a village and grabs sacred land and weapons belonging to the Indians, rendering them helpless and vulnerable. As a result, Captain Pratt (an American soldier) advises Day Star and Red Cloud that the best way to secure their children's future is by sending them to boarding schools to learn white education and civilization. He manages to convince them, and 125 children are chosen to go to Carlisle Indian Industrial School in Pennsylvania.
      The introduction of boarding schools had adverse implications on students and the Indian community in general. First, children were separated from their parents. Being away from home caused emotional trauma, especially to the young ones who found it hard to cope. The administration made it compulsory for Indian learners to drop their names and take up American ones. They were also required to have haircuts similar to those of American students. Practicing their culture was forbidden, and anyone found to do so would be punished severely. Such assimilations meant a loss of identity and low self-esteem for the Indian students. Strict timetables and corporal punishments, for even the slightest mistakes, were against human rights; some students also reported cases of sexual assault ("Victory for Mexican American Studies in Arizona: An Interview with Curtis Acosta - Rethinking Schools", 2020). In a nutshell, the forced education system was traumatic to native students.
         
Impacts of colonial education were felt by the community members as well. The assimilation of students meant a loss of tradition and language. Eradication of cultures destined that future generations would not know their background. Being away from their children for so long led to a loss of parental control and imperfect parent-child relationships. It was also evident that the social systems within the community were disrupted as a result of assimilation into the American culture. Even to this day, some Native Americans have strong feelings of resentment towards the American education system based on stories told about the precolonial times.
Decolonial, resistance, liberation and democracy within the context of the MAS program of Tucson.
      The American education system has, for so long, been biased against Mexican Americans. In the past, such minority students were not given a chance to study their history because the American government felt that any other account contradicts American history. Mexican Americans resisted and continue to resist this kind of oppression, arguing that they have a right to know their origin. Some even say that school is discriminatory and only seems to promote academic success for white Americans. Youths led by Acosta led a resistance against the ban on Mexican studies ("Victory for Mexican American Studies in Arizona: An Interview with Curtis Acosta - Rethinking Schools", 2020). They took the matter to court, and judge Tashima ruled in their favor making the studies legal.
        In an attempt to decolonize the education system, Tucson High Magnet School came up with lesson plans that would incorporate Mexican history. The classes were known as Raza studies classes and would be taken from junior to senior school. Its main aim was to teach the origin of Mexicans and to foster personal relationships among the students. The syllabus was known as Xikano Paradigm and was subdivided into four major sections. The first part was Tez kathipoka. It taught self-analyzation, reflection, and evaluation to find one's inner self as a Mexican. The other part was Quetzalcoatl. It involved a deep dig into the social, political, and economic history of the ancestors, and was aimed at making the students understand their origin better. Huitzilopocbth was part of the syllabus that taught self-love and stressed the will to act in a creative, optimistic, and progressive manner. The last section of the syllabus was known as Xipe Totek and was aimed at teaching the students on how to bring change into society.
       These history lessons were interactive and involved reading poems and literary works written by individuals who resisted Mexican oppression in schools. Students worked in groups and were taught how to write speeches, do a rhetorical analysis on past immigrations and racial injustices, and express themselves in more creative ways. Such classes created safe spaces for learners to develop analytical and social skills. Other students opted to attend community events and write about it for extra credit. These lessons have made school more enjoyable for Mexican American children.
Conclusion.
      The American education system has, in the past, been oppressive to the minority groups. That being said, as seen from the clip and the readings, these minority groups undergo more oppressions, they live under fear; most of them do not express themselves freely hence failing to fully exploit their potentials. Many talents and abilities from them have not recognized.  In this regard, many minority students hated education and termed it as discriminative. Civilization saw many activists come out to resist this and fight for the study of their history.
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